
2006 Residential
water and sewer
rate survey
Monthly costs to residents in nine
cities for water and sewer service in
2006 range from $27.59 per 7,500
gallons in Bloomington to $49.52 in
New Hope. Most of these cities,
including Bloomington, soften their
water before distribution to residents.

The City’s softened water and
sewer services are bargains at only 
1 cent per 2.8 gallons – another example
of how the City’s quality services are a
good value for your dollar.

It just tastes better
More people choose City
water over bottled
In a blind taste test held at the
science fair at Ridgeview Elementary
School in February, City of
Bloomington water was compared
glass-to-glass with bottled spring
water. Eighty percent of participants
selected City water as having a better
taste. Comments included, “It just
tastes better and is fresher than
bottled water,” and “There’s not a
better water in the state.” Twelve
percent of participants chose bottled
water and six percent liked both
waters equally.

A cost comparison shows the
value of Bloomington’s water. One
gallon of bottled spring water costs
approximately 89 cents, the same as
472 gallons of City water. Bloomington
citizens are indeed receiving quality
water at a bargain price.

Minnesota state law, Chapter 156
of the Session Laws of 2005, requires
that “a city or county with a
population of more than 15,000 must
annually notify its residents of the
positions and base salaries of its three
highest-paid employees.” For the City
of Bloomington, names, titles and
salaries are: Mark Bernhardson, City
Manager - $130,000; Charles Honchell,
Public Works Director - $125,834; and
Larry Lee, Director of Community
Development - $125,834.

Strategic Priorities Fund
This fund is used for City Council priorities that include community renewal and
enhancement projects.

Internal Service Funds
These funds finance interdepartmental goods and services on a cost-reimbursement
basis from a variety of end-user funds. Internal Service Funds are supported by user fees already
included as expenses to other funds in this report. Operating expenses do not include debt
service, capital outlay or transfers to other funds.

Special Revenue Funds 
These funds account for revenues used for specific purposes including housing and
community development, communications, public health initiatives and law enforcement activities.

* Amount is included in the $8.56 that the property owner of a median-valued home pays for 
Community Services per month.

** Residents receive a 63 cent recycling credit per month from a county grant.
*** Based on 7,500 gallons per month.

** Working capital goals/insurance reserves established and maintained.

2005 
Expenditures

2006
Budget

Equipment Pool $4,311,114 $2,994,528

Facilities Replacement 3,638,435 2,892,474

Information Systems 2,504,488 2,918,097

Insured Benefits 5,605,390 6,678,590

Public Safety Radio 1,525,674 229,504

Self-Insurance ** **

Support Services 604,526 574,732

$0 5025
Per month per 
7,500 gallons 
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2005
Expenditures

2006 
Budget

Average fee 
Per month

Community Services Recreational Facilities $4,437,771 $4,060,077 $1.15*

Public Safety Contractual Police 819,307 569,495 --

Public Works Solid Waste Management 715,241 789,635 2.06**

Storm Water Utility 2,256,139 1,990,652 4.24

Waste Water Utility 8,342,950 8,345,037 11.23

Water Utility 8,865,500 9,197,594 16.65***

Technical Services Motor Vehicle Office 494,474 531,026 --

2005 
Expenditures

2006 
Budget Funding

Community
Development

Airport South
Environment Review

$36,874 $300,000 Environmental 
review fees

Community Services Communications 897,429 867,448 Franchise fee/other 
fund charges

Public Health 
Special Revenue

743,022 622,219 Funded by 
state grants

Public Safety Pension Residual 
Asset Fund

3,911,267 1,769,426 One-time
reimbursement*/

property taxes**

Police Special Revenue 1,417,183 269,800 Forfeited assets 
and grants

* Used for specific police capital and operating expenses.
** If the City is required to fund Bloomington’s Fire Pension Fund, the tax levy would be the funding source.

2005
Expenditures

2006 
Budget

Net property tax
per month

$181,720 $2,216,508 $2.33

Bloomington/Richfield 
Family Center

Lutheran Social Services
I-494 Corridor Commission
Independent School 

District 271
Creekside Music Program
AARP
League of Minnesota 

Cities

Bloomington Historical 
Society

Loaves & Fishes Too
Bloomington Athletic 

Association
Lower Minnesota River 

Watershed District
Lunda
Hennepin County Economic 

Assistance

Bloomington Breakfast 
Optimists

Martin Luther Manor
Bloomington Public Schools 

Community 
Education

McGough Companies
Meals on Wheels
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

Minnesota

Medalist Concert Band
Metro Mobility
A-Z Friendly 

Languages
Metro Transit
City of Eagan
Normandale Community 

College
Metropolitan Council
Bluff Creek Watershed 

District
Micron Molding
Senior Outreach
Cornerstone
Minnesota Department of 

Health
Presbyterian Homes
Allied Waste Systems
Minnesota Park Supervisors 

Association

Braun Intertec
Minnesota Sports Federation
Bloomington Senior 

Music Program
Mountain Environmental
Nine Mile Creek 

Watershed District
Hennepin County Commu-

nity Prevention 
Coalition

Normandale Community 
College

Community Dental 
Clinic Board

Bloomington, Edina and 
Richfield School 
Nurses

Minnesota Department of 
Education

Tree Trust

Recycling Association of 
Minnesota

SHE Inc.
Drug Enforcement 

Agency
Hansen, Jergenson, Nergaard 
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Enterprise Funds 
These funds consist of utilities, recreational facilities and contractual police services
primarily supported by user fees. Operating expenses do not include debt service expenses, capital
outlay or transfers to other funds.

People Coming Together

Cassandra Tracy
bfingall


